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Matthew 1:21 

 “She will give birth to a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, because he is the one who 

will save his people from their sins." 

 



 

A Message from Pastor Steve Ernst:  

Home for Christmas December, 2021 

     Advent is dynamic.  It is multi-faceted.    

At once, we look back, we want to re-read and remember that miraculous birth and 

that baby brought into the world again, as we have so many times.    

We long for that angelic song announcing that the King has come.  

And we look forward as well because…  

We want to believe that peace on earth, has a chance.   

 We want to believe that the lion really will lie down with the lamb.  

That there will be a day when Sun Tzu’s book, “The Art of War”, will be out of 

print for ever…  

That there will be a day when our swords will really be beaten into pruning hooks.  

Jesus says, “Be Alert!”  

What’s left?  We looked back and we looked forward, what’s left?  

Jesus says, “Be Alert!”  

Just look around.  Look at the trees he says.    

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down”, Luke 21:34 Don’t 

be discouraged.  Keep your head up.   

You don’t want to miss something…someone.    

You never know when you might see him.  I saw him in Times Square last Sunday.  

You don’t want to miss him.  Keep your head up.  Kingdom sightings do occur. 

“The days are surely coming, says the LORD…I will cause a righteous Branch 

to spring up”, Jeremiah 33:14-15   



That’s what Jeremiah told us.  But it’s not just any branch.    

It’s not one of those dried up dead sticks that fall to the ground with last summers 

leaves.  It’s not a low down branch, shaded out and fading away.  

No, it’s one of those branches high up in the crown of the tree, reaching for the 

light, reaching for life, reaching up for something only trees can reach for.  

That’s the branch we reach for, the one with new life, the one with green showing.  

Like the evergreen branches we decorate the church and our homes with every 

Christmas season.  

Oh sure, the dry branches on the ground are good for kindling in the wood stove, 

but the high up branches remind us that there is more to come…more life,  more 

goodness, more justice, more righteousness to be expressed and experienced.  

Jesus says, “Be alert!"  

When we look around, we may see a mess, and it may seem impossible, but 

at the same time we'll see new life waiting in the quiet gray of winter.  

That's where our hope lies.    

We're going home for Christmas.                                                                                  

Peace, Pastor Steve 

Pastor Steve is available for pastoral care visits, meeting at the 

church, homes, or other location. Please feel free to call or email                                                  

914-329-7597;   Pastor.stephen.ernst@gmail.com 

  

 



 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: 
Our Pastor and Our Entire Congregation.  

All of the NYAC staff and Cabinet.  

Our Ministry and Churches around the World.  

The Sick and those who continue to care for them.  

Those who give their lives for our Country and  

who protect us every day.  

All people, animals, and communities of the world  

as God created them.  
 

THOSE OF SPECIAL CONCERN AT THIS TIME: 
Maria Arleth, Gail Bamford, John Bamford, Donna Marie Blanche, 

Carol Boeck, Pete Buhler, Jan Bunce,  

Gabriella and Gavin Butz, Jean Bleibtrey,  

Jack Casey, David Colburn, Tracie Dedrick,  

The family of David Dewitt 

Rosaleen Donahue, Doris, Terri & John Doyle,  

Deborah Dunkle, John Dwyer, Kay Egan,  

Beth Finn, Cathy Healy, Kay George,  

Reverend Paul Gingrich, Melissa and Myriam Godwin,  

Mike Goodrich, Toni Hamilton, Irene Harrison,  

The family of Samuel Harkins, 

Tom Hess, Haley Hines, Ron & Leslie Jones,  

Phyllis Keeler, Herb Klippel, Mary Mathews,  

Cynthia & Kathy Morrison, David Muller, Vicki Muller,  

Caleb & Grady Nelson, Annalise Padley,  

Donna Schmidt, Maggie Sharp, Kathy Stoppenbach,  

Carlene Straka, Tony & Charlotte Vellake,  

Ruth Van Vliet, Taylor Van Voorhis, Lindy Wright,  

Susie, Louise, Mary Beth, Bill, Rich and Maria 

Christy Wyrtzen on the passing of her dad, Jim. 

 

IN CHRIST’S NAME, WE PRAY.  AMEN.  

 

The telephone prayer chain is being updated.  This provides a quick way to let 

people know of anyone needing prayer.  Anyone wanting to be added to the 

chain can call Joan Murray 758-5189 or Betty Tabor 758-9011 



 

 Christmas Candlelight Combined Service  

with Rhinebeck UMC  

December 24th (Friday) at 7:00 pm,  

at Red Hook UMC’s Sanctuary 

************************************************** 

 

 

Advent Study- 

Pastor Steve has an Advent Bible Study, titled “Incarnation” by 

Adam Hamilton Sundays, at 9:15-10:00 am, starting on Monday 

Evenings at 7:00 pm at the parsonage in Rhinebeck.  The study has 

a book to read and a DVD lesson for each week of Advent. Please let 

him know if you are interested. 

 



 

Church Conference   

 

Thank you to all who participated in our church conference. 

It was a joyous celebration of our ministries and programs.  

Minutes of the business meeting and community reports are available 

in the church office for your viewing.  

Please see Kristi for more information. 

 

 

 
The finance team would like to take this space to wish you all a 

merry, healthy, and Blessed Christmas.  Thanks to so many 

contributing in all sorts of ways, big and small, the church doors 

remain open and the church missions vibrant. We look forward to safely 

worshipping together soon. 

Be safe, stay healthy, and for “Goodness sake, be good!” 

 

Thank you members, friends and guests for all you do and more 

importantly for who you are! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank you from the HollyDay Bazaar Committee 
Thanks to all who worked so hard to make our HollyDay Bazaar a 

success. We were once again visible in our community.  God 

blessed us. 

The proceeds are: Total receipts: $1,250.  Food cafe $200, Jewelry 

$165, Crafts $105, Baked Goods $97, Attic Treasures $95, Toys 

$100, Baskets $132, Wreaths $330, and donations $50.  Our only 

expense was $24 for garbage tags. 

Each person is thanked and appreciated. 
 

********************************************************* 

 

UMW Christmas Dinner and Gift 

Exchange  

December 21st (Tuesday) 6:00 pm, 

Joan M.’s home 

 Please see Joan or Kristi for details. 
 

 

****************************************************************** 

 



 
RHUMC’s Food Pantry 

is closed December 24th & December 26th. 

It will be open January 2nd. 

 

 

 

 
Secretary Information: 

RHUMC’s Part-time secretary, Kristi Colburn, office hours are: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays- 9:30-12:00 pm, and as needed. 

Contact info.: 845-758-6283 (RHUMC) 

email:redhookumc@umcchurches.org. 

 



  

Our Sanctuary Adorned with Poinsettias                                    

in Memory or In Honor of Our Loved Ones… 

 

Patricia Bowman   In Memory of Loved Ones 

Kristi & David Colburn In Memory of Gail Ingersoll  

Lori & Joseph Coon  In Memory of Tyler Joseph Coon (TJ) 

Deborah Dunkle   In Memory of Thomas ñTadò Dunkle 

Pastor Nan & Steve Ernst In Memory of Helen Ernst 

Rev. Barbara Melzer In Memory of Andy and Irene Melzer                                  

In Honor of Justin and Demi Shanahan 

Joan Murray   In Memory of William (Bill) Murray  

Julianna OôLeary   In Memory of Thomas OôLeary  

Keeler and Race Families In Memory of Ralph Keeler & Diana Race 

Stoppenbach Family In Memory of Frank & Priscilla Stoppenbach        

In Honor of William, Agnes & Barry Kelly 

Van Voorhis Family In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Henry                 

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Van Voorhis          

In Memory of Jim Van Voorhis                              

In Honor of Beverly Van Voorhis  


